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Downtown Collegetown Initiative 

Resources and Contact Information 
 
 

 
 
 
Student Steering Committee 
Media Coordinator 
Bridget Giunta, Wilkes University 
262-0710 
 
Initiative Coordinator 
Colleen Murphy 
208-5900 ext. 5352 
 
Focus Group Consultant and  
Penn State Wilkes-Barre Instructor 
Terry Clemente 
675-9293 •  tmc12@psu.edu 
 
 
Penn State Wilkes-Barre students in 
“Contemporary Business Skills” course 
who undertook the focus group process: 
Frank Bennett, Chris Callaio, Toby Ciprich, 
Owen Cocolin, Chad Cropper, Christopher 
Dalessandro, Nicholas Kovaleski, Corey 
Makarrczk, Sean McLaughlin, Jenni 
McLendon, Dawn Mortimer, Shane Novak, 
Ryan Onyshczak, Nathan Peterson, Mary 
Rhoads,  Christopher Scoda, Kyle 
Shamanski, Erin Sokolowski, Krissie 
Vensky, Jesse Walton, Steven Weber 
 
Project Funding 
“Stay Invent the Future” Initiative 
Regional Challenge Grant 
PA Department of Community and 
Economic Development 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Project and Grant Administration 
Rita Boyle, King’s College 
208-5900 ext. 5352•  rmboyle@kings.edu 
 
 
Project Advisor for Urban Planning 
Larry Newman, Greater Wilkes-Barre 
Chamber of Business and Industry and 
Diamond City Partnership 
823-2101 •  larry@wilkes-barre.org 
 
Council of Presidents 
Fr. Thomas O’Hara, C.S.C., chair 
208-5899 
Representing five institutions: 
College Misericordia, King’s College, 
Luzerne County Community College,  
Penn State Wilkes-Barre, Wilkes University 
 
Team Building Facilitators 
Leadership Wilkes-Barre 
 823-2101 • www. leadershipwilkes-
barre.org 
 
New Models for Economic Development 
Richard Florida, Ph.D. 
www.creativeclass.org 
www.heinz.cmu.edu/~florida 
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